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As for feligion, it was as decadent as e\)erything
else. The austereheism of Mohammed had become

overlaid with a rank growth of superstition and Puerile
'mysticism. The mosques stool unfrequented and
ruinous de'serted by the ignorant multitude, which,
decked out in amulets, charms, and rosaries, Iisténed

to squalid fakirs or ecstatic dervishes, and went on

pilg.rimages to the tombs of "holy men,” worshipped as
saints and "intercessors” with that Allah who had
become too remote a belng for the direct devotion of
these benighted souls. As for the moral precepts of the
koran, they'were ignored or defied. Wine-drinking and
opium-eating were well-nigh univérsal. prostitution was

rampant, and the most degrading vices flaunted naked “
and unashamed. Even the holy cities, Mecca and

- Medina, were sink-holes of inquity, while thef"Hajj'.“ or

pilgrimage ordained by the Prophet, had become a
scandal through its abusés. In fine: the life had
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apparently gone out of Islam, leaving naught but a dry
husk. of soulless rituai and degrading superstition
behind. Could Mohammed have returned to earth, he
would unqustionably have anathematized his followers
as apostatis and ido!ateljs. |

Yet, in this darkest hour, a voice came crying out of
the vast Arabian desert, the cradle of Islam. calling the
fathful-back to the tfue path. This puritan reformer, the
famous Abd-el-Wahab, kindled a fire which presently
spread to the remotest' comers of the Moslem world,
purging Islam of its sloth and reviving the fervour of
olden ‘days. The great Mohammedan Revival had
begun.

Mahommed ibn Abd-el-Wahab was born about the
year A.D. 1700 in the heart of the Arabian desert, thé
region known as the Nejd. '

Into this atmosphere of an older and better age,
Abd-el-Wahab was born. Displaying from the first a
studious and religious bent, he soon acquired a
reputation for leaming and sanctity. Making the Meccan
Pilgrimge while still a young man, he studied at medina
and travelled as far as Persia, returning ultimately to
the nejd. He returned burning with holy wfath at what
seen, and determined to preach a puritan

...............
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reformation. For‘ye_ars he wandered up and sown
P:rabia. and at last he converted Mahommed, head of
- the grea clan of Saud. the most poweriul chieftain in all
the Nejd. This gave Abd-el-Wahab both moral prestige
and material strength, and he made the moust of his
opportunities. Granually, the desert Arabs were welded
into a politico-religious unity like that effected by the
Prophet. Abd-el-Wahab was, in truth, a faithful
. counterpart of the first caliphs, Abu bakr and Omar.
When he died in 1787 his desciple, Saud, proved a
worthy successor. The new Wahabi state was close
counterpart of the Meccan caliphate. Though
possessing great military power, Saud always
considerd himself responsible to public opinion and
never encroached upon the legitimate freedom of his
subjects. Government, though starn, was able and just.
The whabai judes were competent and honest.
Robbery became almost unknown, so well was the
public peace maintained. Education was seduiously
fosterd. Every oasis had its school, while teachers were

sent to the Bedouin tribes.
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